Dear Parents/Carers,

A message from our School Governors
As we approach the end of another year at St Michael’s we wanted to take a moment to reflect and give you

an update on some of the amazing things that have been happening in school.

SIAMS Inspection

As a church school we are inspected under the Church of England’s ‘Statutory Inspection of Anglican and
Methodist Schools (STAMS)’. STAMS inspections focus on the impact of the Church school's Christian vision
on pupils and adults. This involves looking at the school’s Christian vision, the provision the school makes
because of this vision and how effective this provision is in enabling all pupils to flourish. We were delighted

by the report in which the inspector wrote:

“The powerful, well-articulated vision nurtures and guides all aspects of the work of this Church school.

This ensures pupils and adults flourish.”

“The bespoke, research-informed curriculum wholly reflects the Christian vision. Pupils thrive as a result

of rich learning experiences.”

“Relationships across the school are strong and supportive. This leads to a culture of high aspiration

where pupils and adults are treated well.”

School visits - Tom Sherrington

Tom Sherrington has made 3 visits to St Michaels this year as part of an educational project. Tom is an
experienced former Headteacher and now an educational consultant. He is highly regarded in the
educational world and is in demand worldwide for the professional development training he offers through
his company Teacherhead. He works with schools to explore and implement research based training to
further develop the Teachers approach to teaching and learning. After his visit he tweeted this about St
Michael’s:

“It’s a very special school. inspirational teaching, exceptional leadership and just the best culture of

professional learning. A real privilege to be involved in the work they do”

If you would like to read more about Tom’s thoughts on our school please check out his blog in which he
describes St Michael’s as “a gem of a school” where you “feel that this is a place you'd want to be; as a

teacher and as a child.”

School visits - Mary Myatt
We were also approached by Mary Myatt, a leading educationalist who asked if she could visit to find out

more about our approach to reading and our Continuous Provision in KSi.

She observed several reading lessons and said “Pupils were fully engaged, enjoying the texts and engaging

in discussion about the narratives, including interesting vocabulary and text structure.” “Truly


https://www.stmichaelsaldbourne.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/SIAMS-report-St-Michaels-Church-of-England-VA-Primary-School-Marlborough-126392-020524.pdf
https://teacherhead.com/2024/03/22/leading-teaching-and-learning-expertise-drive-and-the-power-to-motivate/

impressive”. On Continuous Provision she observed “I was struck by how the children all knew what they
were doing, the ways in which they were engaging with one another to make things and develop ideas.
The environment enabled pupils to explore, talk, make things with an easy purposefulness that was very

striking. The level of research, planning and thinking to develop this quality of provision is exceptional.”

Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) Platinum Award

We were delighted to hear that our school has become a Platinum accredited OPAL school, the highest
achievement! As governors we have enjoyed receiving updates on how this scheme has developed and how
St Michael’s has been able to work with it to ensure it works within our beautiful setting. Some of us have
also had the pleasure of visiting during lunchtime and have been truly blown away by what we have seen.
The diversity of play activities on offer is impressive but it is the freedom that each child now has to choose
how they spend their time that really makes it work so well. The creativity, the energy and the enthusiasm is
truly wonderful to see. To get an idea of the huge range of play opportunities now available check out the
OPAL section of the school blog.

Day-to-day life at St Michael’s

Whether you have read the school newsletter, blog or social media updates or perhaps received enthusiastic
updates from your children you will no doubt be aware of some of the amazing experiences your children
have had during their school year. Music concerts and events, nursing home visits, sports events and
tournaments, author visits, charity events, museum visits, a huge range of school trips and outstanding play

opportunities all contribute to the diverse range of educational experiences offered at St Michael’s.

If you haven’t looked at the school blog recently we would encourage you to do so. Facebook and Instagram

also continue to be an excellent way to keep up to date with everything your child is experiencing in school.

Thank you and have a wonderful summer
We would just like to end by praising something which we are sure to have talked about before but that

really is such an important part of St Michael’s - our school community. Our dedicated staff team, our
parents, our volunteers, our incredibly supportive PTA and the wider Aldbourne community all contribute

to making St Michael’s the special place that it is. Thank you for being part of it.

We hope you all have a wonderful summer. For those of you returning next year we look forward to
welcoming your children back in September. For those of you whose Year 6s are moving on, we wish them,

and you, all the best for the future and for a happy transition into their next phase of education.

St Michael’s School Governors
The Governors at St Michael’s, together with the staff team, are responsible for ensuring that the school
delivers the best educational and learning environment possible. To find out more, including how to

contact a member of the governing body please see the governor section of the school website.
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