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Dear  
 

Welcome to St Michael’s School 
I am delighted you have chosen St. Michael’s and I am looking forward to 
welcoming you and your child to our happy school. I think it is a truly special 

place to be. All the adults work tirelessly to ensure that the children receive the 
very best whether it is in the classroom, the forest, at lunchtime, playing sport, 

on one of our theme days or our house days ensuring our value ‘A lifetime love 
for learning’ weaves its way through all that we do. 
 

Unfortunately, due to this unprecedented time we find ourselves living in we are 
unable to offer our normal transition arrangements, however I hope you will feel 

that what we have put together will help both you and your child feel ready to 
take the next exciting step on their journey. 
 

The teaching team in Reception will be Miss Mearns, Mrs Budd and Miss 
Lipscombe. Each child also has a Year 6 buddy who helps them with the 

transition to school, building relationships, sharing a smiling face and taking care 
of them at lunchtime. Your child’s buddy will share with them which house they 
are in – Kennet (yellow), Ridgeway (red), Winterbourne (blue) or Four Barrows 

(green). 
 

You will be invited to join ClassDojo, which is an App we have started using 
recently to ensure we can have strong links between school and home. Through 
this you will be able to find out a bit more about school through watching 

different weekly videos which the Reception teaching team will post. These will 
include a virtual tour of the school, a storytime as well as the opportunity to 

meet your child’s buddy. When you are connected to the App you will be able to 
see class messages which the team may post as well as giving you the 

opportunity to privately message the Reception team if you have a particular 
question. The details of how to join ClassDojo can be found in the Reception 
information pack. 

 
This term I would like to invite you to an informal meeting via Zoom or by phone 

with Miss Karen Mearns. This will provide you with the opportunity to talk to Miss 
Mearns and to share any worries or concerns you may have. A Microsoft Forms 
link will be sent to you, via the ClassDojo to make your appointment, please 

complete this by Wednesday 17th June 2020. 
 

Starting school in September 
We would normally have offered some stay and play sessions in July. 
The purpose of these visits is to give you both the opportunity to explore the 

class setting, meet the teachers and for us to get to know your child.  Due to the 

http://www.stmichaelsaldbourne.co.uk/


current restrictions we are, hopefully, going to offer this in the first few days of 

September.  
 
We would like to invite you and your child for a ‘Stay and Play’ visit on the 

following date as part of a small group.  
 

 Wednesday 2nd September 9:00 - 11:30 or 12:30 - 3pm. Parents are 
invited to stay with their child in a small group 

 

 Thursday 3rd September 9:00 – 11:30 or 12:30 – 3pm. This visit is just 
for the child in a small group 

 
 Friday 4th September 9:00 – 12. This is for the whole class 

 
Starting school is a big change for children as they get used to learning in a 
bigger environment with different adults and new expectations. Making sure that 

children have a successful and confident start to school is very important. We 
have a settling in plan that will provide them with the opportunity to get to know 

others in their peer group, and to establish secure relationships with the adults 
working with them. 

Monday 7th September  - Thursday 10th September 

Children will be in school from 8:45am until 1:15 pm. Children will stay for lunch 
this week – the Reception team will stay with them so that they know what to do 

and where to go.  Details of how to book lunch can be found in the Reception 
information pack. At 1pm the children will come back to class for the register 
and you can collect them from class.  

 
Friday 11th September 

We will enjoy a whole school house themed day. Children are invited to stay all 
day until 3:15pm. Children come to school in their house colour 

From Monday 14th September children will be in school from 8:45am 

until 3:15pm. Children are to be collected from the playground.  

Included with this letter is the Reception Information Pack. A soft copy 

can also be found on our website www.stmichaelsaldbourne.co.uk/for-
parent/induction-pack/, along with our statutory school policies, such 
as our Charging, Complaints and Anti-Bullying policies 

(https://www.stmichaelsaldbourne.co.uk/our-school/school-policies/). 
In this pack you will find information about 

 ClassDojo joining information and your unique QR code 

 An introduction to the Reception class and curriculum  

 Items to be completed and returned to the school office: 

o Pupil information pack (soft copy on our website)  

o Pupil first language data collection form 

o Universal Infant Free School meals Form  

 Willows After School Club and Breakfast Club details 

http://www.stmichaelsaldbourne.co.uk/for-parent/induction-pack/
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 School uniform 

 Forest School booklet 

 Cool milk registration  

 ‘Lataca’,  school dinner ordering process – please complete a Lataca 

Permissions Form and return to info@lataca.co.uk  

 Introductory letters from the Chair of Governors and the Parent Teacher 

Association 

 Leave of Absence form and Penalty Notice details 

 Becoming a Volunteer details 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions either through 
ClassDojo or by emailing the school office admin@stmichaelsaldbourne.co.uk. 

Our school office team include Mrs Hamilton, Mrs Lipscombe and Mrs Jamieson. 

I hope you will find the information we have included useful and informative. 

You and your child are about to embark on the next exciting chapter in your 
lives.  You are bound to have some apprehensions but can I reassure you that 
we are always here to help and answer any questions you have.  

I think the poem “The Sculptors” (enclosed) underpins all that we believe in,  

“For behind the parent stood the School 

And behind the teachers, 

The home”. 

 

I look forward to meeting you and your child.  

Please stay safe and well 

 

 

 

 
Judith Arkwright 

Headteacher 
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