
Ideas to discuss when reading the story. 

Identify rhyming words used throughout the book.  

Look at the words that are used to describe each 

animal.  

What might the ladybird be thinking at each point 

in the story. 

The ladybird whispered into each animal's ear. 

Think of other words that describe how we can 

communicate with others (e.g. shouted, screamed, 

hissed, chattered). 

The thieves 'crept' into the farm. Think of  other 

words which describe how people can move. Can 

you demonstrate each one (e.g. sprint, crawled, 

paced). 

Think about what stealing means and why it is 

wrong. How would you feel if someone stole from 

you? What happens to people who steal things from 

others?  

BEST OF BRITISH - Our whole school topic gives us the 

opportunity to learn from British authors, British wildlife, People 

who help us and much more.   

RE - Our RE question this term is: Why is the word ‘God’ 

important to Christians? 

As the children develop their awe and wonder of the world, 

explain to them that Christians believe God created all living 

things.  God is a V.I.P. to Christians. Ask the children who is 

Very Important to them. 

VALUE - This term we will be thinking about the value of  

Compassion. Children could do something to help a friend or 

relative who is lonely or unwell.  

Activities inspired by the story 

Find some other books about farm animals or minibeasts. What 

other stories do you know that are written by the author Julia 
Donaldson? Which is your favourite? 

Recall the animals on the farm with your child. Paint or draw the 

characters looking at how many legs, where they live and what 
sounds they make.  

Make lolly stick puppets to retell the story. 

Draw a map of a farm and label the different buildings and 
animals. 

Use toys and household objects to create a farm and tell your 

own farm story 

Create models or collages of living things using playdough or 

craft materials. 

Try to find where different farms are in your local area. What 
crops do they grow? What animals do they look after? 

How many different animals can you think of? How are they 
similar or different?  

Design an outfit for a scarecrow in the farmer's field. 

Gather lots of leaves and other natural objects and try to 
arrange them to make a picture. Here is an example

 

Make up a song which includes lots of examples of animal 

sounds? Get some ideas by watching this performance of a song 
by the author and her husband:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=7NbyiDpY6Ww&list=RD7NbyiDpY6Ww&start_radio=1&t=25 

St Michael’s Home Learning Pick and Mix - 

Reception Class 

 

 

 

 

To cover the weeks beginning  

20th & 27th April 

The focus this week is on What the Ladybird Heard 

by Julia Donaldson. A version is on Class Story 

section of ClassDojo or your could use this one.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=u__ngDWYmqQ  

CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING - These 

underpin all learning and development in Reception and support 

children  to remain  effective and motivated learners.  

Playing and exploring - children investigate and 

experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

Play with your child and encourage them to explore and pretend.  

Allow them to follow their own interests and help them learn 

about the things they are curious about.  

Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying 

if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements 

Help your child to choose what they want to do and how they 

will do it. Encourage them to talk about how they did things and 

what they are pleased with. Praise your child for effort and 

concentration.  

Creating and thinking critically - children develop their 

own ideas and strategies for doing things. 

Allow your child to design and create freely. Talk to them about 

what they are doing and how they plan to do it, what worked 

well and what they would change next time.  

Useful website to help children stay safe 

online.  https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

parents/jessie-and-friends-videos/  
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